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 THE FERRIS WHEEL, 100K IDEAS GAIN NATIONAL RECOGNITION ON THE EVE OF GRAND 
OPENING  

 
The Ferris Wheel and 100K Ideas, projects funded by Skypoint Ventures, The Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC), Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, and Huntington Bank, won the National Development Council 
Academy Award for innovative project financing earlier last week.  
 
David Ollila, President of 100K Ideas, along with several student employees attended the NDC Academy in 
Washington, D.C. to lobby votes and discuss the positive impact these projects are having on the Flint community. 
The efforts of both the Ferris Wheel and 100K Ideas aim to provide innovative support to all individuals, drive 
workforce development, and re-ignite local manufacturing in the Flint area.  
 
The NDC Academy is a biennial event hosted by the National Development Council. The purpose of the event is to 
educate local nonprofit and development professionals on finance tools, developmental practices, and different 
strategies to improve communities at a local and national level.  
 
The Ferris Wheel and 100K Ideas took home the national win just a week before the official grand opening. 
Representatives from the Ferris Wheel, 100K Ideas and key stakeholders will discuss the projects and celebrate the 
ribbon cutting of the companies driving Flint forward next Monday, November 6th.  
 
“It’s incredible that the projects were recognized on a national level,” said Ollila. “The NDC Academy Award is 
building on the momentum we have, as we go into the grand opening.” 
  
You’re Invited: The Grand Opening for the Ferris Wheel and 100K Ideas will be held on Monday, November 6th at 
11 a.m. Tours of the building will be offered to the public from 12–4 p.m. Stakeholders will be available for interviews 
following the ribbon cutting ceremony.  
  
To RSVP, visit http://bit.ly/FerrisGrandOpen. 
  
For more information or to arrange special accommodations, contact Ariees Spangler. 
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About Ferris Wheel  

The Ferris Wheel is a co-working ecosystem that breathes and grows with Flint, MI. Beyond the modern amenities, 

accessibility, and professional atmosphere of the space, the Ferris Wheel community fosters chance encounters, 

dynamic thinking, and collaboration that moves Flint forward one individual, business or idea at a time. To learn more 

visit ferriswheelflint.com. 

 

About 100K Ideas  

100K Ideas is a Flint-based nonprofit organization where big thinkers are ushered from napkin-sketch to market. 

100K Ideas provides real world experience primarily to college students who help address the unmet needs of 

inventors, innovators and entrepreneurs and ensures a platform to support economic and workforce development as 

a driver of empowerment in Flint and for individuals everywhere. Learn more at 100kideas.org. 

 


